REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Shevket Pacha, the greatest figure in Turkey
to-day, a superb general, if perhaps a statesman
of lesser calibre, in taking over the command of
the Salonika army, was careful to insist that he
was concerned merely to defend the Constitution,
and not with the intrigues of any political party.
Mahmoud Moukhtar Pacha also expressed him-
self on the subject in no ambiguous terms.    It
is evident that a misplaced Interest in politics on
the part of army officers not only diverts their
attention from their professional duties, but may
also   prejudice   the   conduct  of parliamentary
business.    Silent enim leges inter arma !   It has
surely not been left for Turkey to  solve the
problem of a constitutional military dictatorship.
Of all the projected reforms of the Ottoman
army, no other has the same interest for the rest
of Europe as the proposal for compulsory service
for   non-Mohammedans.    Hitherto  the raydh,
otherwise Christians and Jews, natives  of the
Empire, have been exempt, but have paid a tax
in lieu of service.    It is now proposed to make
them fight, instead of paying.    Is this likely to
succeed ?    It is already noticeable that some of
the  enthusiasm,  which at first filled   Turkish
officers at the   prospect of non-Mohammedan
combatants, has evaporated, and there has for
some   time been  outspoken   criticism   of  the
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